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F. P. A. Cincinnati Branch will hold a 
jluncheon-discussion Saturday, April 4, at the 
Hotel Sinton; subject, “Japanese-American 
Relations.”’ 


Reprints of the New York luncheon-discus- 
sion (January 31) on “Philippine Independ- 
ence’ will be mailed to members early this 
month, together with reprints of the recent 
address by Owen D. Young on the subject of 
the Walter Hines Page School of International 
Relations at the Johns Hopkins University. 
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THE GERMAN 


“PRIMARIES” 





HE first German Presidential “pri- 

maries” have been held. At the elec- 
tion last Sunday, as was confidently 
expected, no candidate received the re- 
quired majority of the total votes cast. 
The second and decisive poll will be held 
on April 26, when the candidate receiving 
the largest vote will be declared elected. 
The results of Germany’s first attempt to 
name a President by popular vote, none 
the less, gave a clear picture of the politi-, 
cal make-up of the Reich. If the Repub- 
lican groups can now unite on a candidate, 
last Sunday’s figures prove almost cer- 
tainly that no combination of Conserva- 
tives, Monarchists and Reactionaries can 
prevail. 

The official returns follow: 

Jarres, Right Bloc (Nationalists 





and People’s Party) 10,388,000 
Brawti, BOcimiiat ....<ccccccsccccessscesces 7,786,000 
Marx, Centrist (Catholic).......... 3,884,000 
Hellpach, Democrat .................... 1,565,000 
Thaelmann, Communist ............ 1,870,000 
Held, Bavarian People’s Party 1,003,000 
Ludendorff, (Fascist) .............. 284,000 

SIE sinsteeitiiiceiaicadceiauan 26,780,000 


About seventy per cent of the total Ger- 
man vote was cast. This proportion, as 
compared with fifty-five per cent in our 
presidential election last November, does 
not bear out the exaggerated press ac- 
counts of lack of general interest. 

The most striking result of the voting 
was the defeat of the extremists, the 
ridiculous showing of Ludendorff, and the 
loss by the Communists of nearly one mil- 
lion votes as compared with the Reichstag 
election of last December, and of about 
two million votes as compared with the 
earlier election of last May. This steady 
Communist disintegration has vastly 
strengthened the Socialist party, which in- 
creased its vote over the May election by 


nearly 2,000,000. The Socialists thus 
stand out as the strongest single party. 

Assuming that the Right Bloc can gain 
for its candidate in the next election the 
support of the Bavarian People’s party 
and of the Ludendorff remnant, it will 
have only about twelve million votes as 
against the thirteen million or more of the 
Weimar coalition—i. e., the Socialists, 
Centrists and Democrats, the three parties 
unqualifiedly supporting the Republic. The 
Conservative candidate may not be Jarres. 
Either Gessler, who has had a brilliant 
record as Minister of Defense and who, as 
a nominal member of the Democratic 
party, might be expected to gain a measure 
of support there, or Luther, the present 
Chancellor, who would also make a strong 
candidate, may be selected. But it is ques- 
tionable whether Luther would be willing, 
or his party would favor his resigning the 
chancellorship. 

The Republican forces seem likely to 
unite on former Chancellor Marx. The 
brilliant Socialist victory in the first elec- 
tion, accompanied as it was by the Com- 
munists’ defeat, is expected to give the 
Socialist leaders sufficient prestige to en- 
able them to pool their united strength in 
support of a non-Socialist Republican can- 
didate, even if he is a Catholic. The sup- 
port of the Democratic party for Marx is 
almost certain. In event, then, of a unified 
Republican Bloc, the April election should 
show a small but clear Republican major- 
ity. In this connection it should be added 
that included in the Right Bloc are many 
millions of Germans, who, though mon- 
archist in sympathy, would not support an 
attempt to restore even a constitutional 
monarchy except by non-revolutionary and 
constitutional means. 

Not unnaturally, the campaign for the 
next four weeks will tend to preclude any 
definite settlement of the problems of se- 
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curity and disarmament which are now 
being discussed between Germany and her 
neighbors. France, anxious in any event 
to postpone the final decision until the next 
meeting of the Assembly, will certainly 
wait until she knows whether the new Ger- 
man President is to be a sincere Repub- 
lican. JAMES G. MCDONALD. 
Japan Extends the Suffrage 

HE much debated Universal Manhood 

Suffrage Bill was passed March 29 by 
both Houses of the Diet. This bill ex- 
tends the franchise to about eleven million 
new voters. Heretofore, the suffrage was 
limited to about three million. The new 
basis of eligibility is all male subjects of 
thirty years of age and above, except per- 
sons who are dependent for support upon 
private or public charity. Most of the 
commentators speak of this action as 
epoch-making. 

France Replies 

O official reply from France to the 

British interpretation last week of 
the German offer—a mutual guarantee 
pact in the West and her pledge not to 
go to war to rectify her Eastern frontiers 
—has yet been published. But the dis- 
patches from Paris, and more particularly 
the public statements of Poincaré, de Jouv- 
enel and Herriot, indicate the prevailing 
French fears and the general outlines of 
the Government’s policy. 

Poincaré last Sunday denounced the 
German offer as a deliberate, though veiled, 
effort to break down the Treaty of Ver- 
sailles and to divide the Allies. He said: 

Today, at the moment the Interallied Com- 
mission on Military Control finds Germany 
has not satisfied her disarmament obliga- 
tions, the Reich is undertaking with insinua- 
tion and audacious perseverance a new 
offensive against the treaty she signed. The 
watchword of all German parties today is 
‘reclaim part of the territories given to Po- 
land.’ If France and the Allies do not resist 
these claims, if they deceive themselves in 
calming the Reich by partial promised con- 
cessions, they will only rouse the appetites 
of the Germans; they will only excite their 
ambitions and push them toward the re- 
establishment of that greater Germany of 
which Dr. Stresemann dreams. Our fate may 
be settled on the Vistula as well as on the 
Rhine, and a blow against Poland will only 
prepare for us a new attack, as Sadowa 
prepared Sedan. 

De Jouvenel, a member of the Senate 
Foreign Affairs Commission and, as one 
of Herriot’s colleagues at the last League 
Assembly, active in framing the Protocol, 
criticized in a much quoted article in Le 
Matin last week Britain’s advocacy of the 
German proposals: 

We cannot forget that it was Lord Balfour 
who was the negotiator for Great Britain at 
the Washington Peace Conference, to which 
England went as an ally of Japan and from 
which she departed the ally of the United 
States after having dropped the Japanese 
alliance to the bottom of the Pacific. In that 
business the English began by saying a 
‘three-cornered pact is worth far more than 
a double pact.’ We are now hearing exactly 
the same argument, but we are not in the 
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least anxious to see a repetition of the Bal- 

fourian policy in regard to Japan repeated 

in Western Europe at the expense of France. 

Herriot has indicated that the policy of 
his Government will be to accept the pro- 
posed pact as affecting the West only on 
the following conditions: 

(1) A prior satisfactory carrying out by 
Germany of the disarmament provisions of 
the Treaty of Versailles. 

(2) The reaffirmation by Germany of 
Articles 42, 43 and 44 of the Treaty, which 
guarantee the demilitarization of the Rhine- 
land. (France seeks thus to commit both 
Germany and Britain to her interpretation 
of these articles, i. e., that any violation of 
them shall automatically be considered as an 
act of war against the Allies.) 

(3) Germany’s entrance into the League 
without reservations which would exempt her 
from the common obligations of the Covenant. 

(4) The plan not to imply in any part the 
revision of the Treaty of Versailles. 

Notes 

HE instability of the political situa- 

tion in Egypt was strikingly shown 

by the dissolution of the Parliament 
elected March 12, within nine hours after 
its convocation. The Ziwar Ministry 
found itself unable to command a major- 
ity due to the strength of the opposition 
headed by Zaghlul Pasha. A new election 
has been called for May 23. 

The Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Af- 
fairs, March 24, directly notified the 
League of Nations that King Fuad had 
ratified the Customs Formalities Conven- 
tion drawn up in Geneva, October, 1923. 
It will be interesting to note whether 
Britain which, when it granted indepen- 
dence to Egypt in 1922, reserved to itself 
control of Egyptian foreign policy, will 
protest this action. In a sense it may be 
considered an answer to Britain’s action 
a few weeks ago in listing the Sudan as 
one of the independent states to which the 
recently adopted International Opium Con- 
vention is to be submitted for ratification. 


REMIER MUSSOLINIS first appear- 

ance after several weeks’ illness was 
the occasion for a spectacular demonstra- 
tion of unrestrained enthusiasm from 
more than 100,000 of his followers. Ac- 
cording to a New York Times dispatch 
from Rome, dated March 22, ‘Mussolini 
appeared to be in perfect health.” A 
special dispatch to the New York World, 
dated the next day, declares that the Fas- 
cist leader is facing slow death from can- 
cer and that he has suffered a slight 
stroke. This alarmist news has been cate- 
gorically denied by the Italian authorities. 


RESIDENT COOLIDGE’S transfer of 

Ambassador Houghton from Berlin to 
London and of Minister Schurman from 
Pekin to Berlin, and the promotion to 
higher positions of several other men of 
long experience in the diplomatic service, 
is an encouraging sign that the excellent 
practice of recognizing merit is to be 
maintained. 
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